
MS Society Health & Safety Guidance Leaflet

Section 19 Permits
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If you have any questions after reading this Guidance Leaflet

please contact the Health and Safety line 020 8438 0929

        ________________________________________________________________________

1. Running a Minibus

The ‘Public Passenger Vehicles Act’ 1981
 states that a minibus which is run in the way that  Branches of the MS Society do, is a ‘Public Service Vehicle’ or ‘PSV’. This is for a number of reasons – for instance you may charge passengers for their journeys in some way, or you may use some of the funds raised by your branch to ‘offset’ the costs of running the minibus, even if you don’t actually charge for each journey. 
This all means that the minibus is operated ‘for hire or reward’ as defined in the Act. So – this means that the ownership and use of a minibus by a branch or centre is subject to certain rules and regulations - 
Isn’t this always the case!
But – the silver lining to this particular cloud is that later in this Information Sheet is a section which shows you how to claw back some money from the Government because of this legislation!

2. The Operator

Some of the most important rules and regulations mean that certain obligations are placed upon the ‘Operator’ of the vehicle…
The who?

The driver – if he or she owns the vehicle

OR….

The organisation or person for whom the driver is working or volunteering i.e. the Branch Committee.

However… since we are a Charity, 
Section 19 of the Transport Act 1985 gives us exemption from most of the expensive and onerous requirements placed on an Operator…

However, you must obtain a Permit to show that you are exempted…

This 
comes in two parts – a purple A4 document and an accompanying small paper disc
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Keep the A4 document safe


Display the disc in the minibus

The Permit and Disc are not issued to a 

vehicle but to the Operator (Branch Committee)

 – so the disc can be moved to another minibus 

if required, though each minibus in use does 

need a disc to display when it being used 

- therefore two buses = two discs. 

3. Where do we get one?

Never mind where – how much will it cost?!

If you apply through MS National Centre in London the Permit is free to you! 

To apply for a Permit – just call in or contact Reception on 0208 438 0700 and request an application form - complete the application form, send it in, and the kind people on Reception will send you the A4 document, a disc, and some additional information.

It’s that easy!

Permits…..

· Do not expire – no need to renew unless they become illegible
· Must not be used to carry the general public

· Must not be used with a view to profit, nor incidentally to an activity which is itself carried on with a view to profit

· Only apply when the correct class of people are being carried…

When you receive your permit you will see that it is valid for Classes A, B, C, and D – these are…

A – Members of your own organisation

B – People whom your organisation (and groups formally affiliated to you) exist to help, and their escorts and helpers

C – People who are physically or mentally handicapped or seriously ill, and their helpers

D – Students, staff, or their helpers, from any school, college, or other educational establishment.

(E – Other – details must be noted on Permit)

4. Money Back!

Now that’s more like it….

Once you have a Section 19 Permit your branch is able to claim the Bus Services Operator’s Grant (or BSOG for short…) – this allows you to claim back 80% of the excise duty paid on the fuel used on applicable journeys – i.e. journeys which are in accordance with the Section 19 Permit – transport of branch members to meetings, or socials, etc, etc.

MS National Centre will even do most of the work for you – all you need to do is submit your mileage and the description of each journey once a year and the Facilities Team will fill in the appropriate forms, make the claim on your behalf, and send you the money when it comes through from the Government!

For further information on this contact the MS National Centre 

on 0208 438 0700.

The CTA has various publications which give information on all aspects of vehicle maintenance and management – please contact the CTA for details

Phone: 0161 367 8780  Email: AdviceUK@CommunityTransport.com
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